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Half Moon Bay Gears Up for a Gourd Showdown of Epic Proportions
HALF MOON BAY, CA (September XX, 2025) — Pumpkin fever is sweeping through Half Moon Bay as anticipation builds for one of autumn’s most thrilling spectacles: the Safeway World Championship Pumpkin Weigh-Off, happening Monday, October 13, 2025.
Known as the “Super Bowl of Weigh-Offs,” this legendary event has become a celebrated fall tradition in the “World Pumpkin Capital” of Half Moon Bay. Each year, growers from across the globe haul in their Volkswagen-sized giants for the chance to set records, win hefty cash prizes, and cement their names in pumpkin history.

A Legendary Contest
The Half Moon Bay Weigh-Off dates back to the 1970s and has grown into the world’s most prestigious pumpkin competition. Over the decades, it has produced countless unforgettable moments, from California growers claiming surprise upsets to jaw-dropping new world records that shook the giant pumpkin community.
Recent years have been especially remarkable:
· In 2024, Minnesota grower Travis Gienger claimed his fourth Half Moon Bay title with a massive 2,471-pound pumpkin.
· In 2023, Gienger made history by setting a new world record of 2,749 pounds, grown specifically for Half Moon Bay.
· The event has consistently drawn growers from across the U.S., Canada, and Europe, each hoping to topple the reigning champ and bring the title home.
This year, anticipation is higher than ever. With record-breaking techniques, advanced cultivation methods, and perfect growing conditions, experts believe the scales could tip further than ever before.

Record-Breaking Stakes
Thanks to title sponsor Safeway, this year’s weigh-off offers one of the largest prize purses in pumpkin weigh-off history:
· 1st Place — $9 per pound
· 2nd Place — $3,000
· 3rd Place — $2,500
· 4th Place — $2,000
· 5th–10th Place — $1,000 each
· 11th–20th Place — $200 each
Special prizes include:
· World Record Pumpkin — $30,000 bonus
· Biggest California Pumpkin — $1,000
· Biggest Coastside Pumpkin (Montara–Pescadero) — $1,000
· The Joe Cotchett Family Most Beautiful Pumpkin — $1,000

Event Schedule
· 7:00 AM — Pumpkins begin arriving and hitting the scales
· 7:00–11:00 AM — Weigh-ins continue
· 11:00 AM (approx.) — Awards presentation
· Following — Growers Awards Luncheon at the IDES Big Hall
VIP Growers Welcome Party — Sunday, October 12, 5–8 PM at Cameron’s Inn & Pub
Festival Spotlight — The winning pumpkin will headline the Half Moon Bay Art & Pumpkin Festival (Oct. 18–19), with the champion grower treated to a complimentary weekend at the Ritz-Carlton, Half Moon Bay.

Rules & Integrity
Each pumpkin undergoes careful inspection by officials from the San Mateo County Department of Agriculture, Weights & Measures. The contest is officially sanctioned by the Great Pumpkin Commonwealth (GPC), ensuring fair, accurate, and transparent weighing using a 5-ton digital scale.
Rules require:
· Pumpkins must be grown and entered by the contestant
· Only one entry per grower
· Specimens must be 75% yellow/orange to qualify as pumpkins (otherwise classified as squash)
· No prior prize-winning pumpkins may be entered

More Than Just Weight
While the heaviest pumpkin often steals the spotlight, beauty has its place in Half Moon Bay. The “Most Beautiful Pumpkin” prize honors striking color, shape, and overall appearance. Additional awards for the Biggest California Pumpkin and the Biggest Coastside Pumpkin keep the competition exciting for regional growers.

About the Safeway World Championship Pumpkin Weigh-Off
Held annually in Half Moon Bay—the self-proclaimed “World Pumpkin Capital”—this contest is the world’s most prestigious giant pumpkin weigh-off. Since its beginnings more than 50 years ago, it has grown into an international stage where the best of the best compete for pumpkin-growing immortality. Growers travel thousands of miles, sometimes with pumpkins weighing more than a ton, to be part of this celebrated California tradition.
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